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ARAB UNITY ON THE ROCKS 



Sadat & Israel: A Separate Peace? 



In hh daxiting peace niovcii. Presidcnc Anwar Sadat of ligypr 
ha-s discartJed the bulk of the nacionaJisi cunvcntiuns which 
dominatrd Arah politics for three decades. In doing so. Sadat 
hjis als.0 ended Eg>'pi's claim to Eeadcfship based on asynrhrtis 
of Arab vicwiwints. Only ■some relatively insignificant pro- 
Wcstcm powers in the Arab woHd arc ^'ivii^g him unequivocal 
support: Muroctti. Tunisia, Sudan and Oman. But so far Sadat's 
unci)uiv(x-al irricifs also comprise it rather limictd group: the 
h;ird-linc radical states of Libya gnd Iraq (which arc competing 
ti>r leadership of the anti-Sadai forces), the Marxist govcmmcnc 
oF South Vcmen. and the somewhat more influential nationalist 
government of Algeria, 

Th<r most drttTTi^tic result of the Sadat-initiated talks i^ thai 
ihcy seem to have vcrv" nearly desrroyed the concept of a 
middle ground, a moderate center between the ccrrcmes of 
Arab politics- This middle ground has in the pj,si been the foun- 
darion of Arab uniiy, a L'oncepi to which the rcactioniirv' sheiks 
and sultans paid lip service alongside radical military rujcrs and 
lil>eral partiaincntarianii in the diverse political cutturcs extend- 
ing from North Afrii.M lo the tip of Arabi:t. ligypt, and to a 
lesser cxieni Syna, held the key to Arab unity. Their status ai 
Israel's frontline confrontation states won them wmpathy from 
the radical govcminents, while ihey pursued increasingly pru- 
Wcstem global and domestic policies which were welcomed by 
theconscri'ativc cnonarchics. 

Saudi Arabia, though resirained iti its criticism of Sadat's 
peace moves, has nonetheless repudiated unilateral ittitiativcs. 
saying thai only efforts stemming from a unified Arab posture 
can hope to succeed. What alarms the Syrians and Saudis is that 
Sadat may have abandoned hope of a comprehcn-sivt Mideast 
sectlcmcnt in favor of a separate peace with Israel. This prospect 
has aiso caused some anxiety in Washington and Moscow. The 
Carter administraiion has consistcnily advocated a comprchcn- 
sve Geneva :veiiiemcnt. in the belief chat no peace will be stable 
unless all the interested parties-including the Palestinians and 
the Soviets— arc implicated in thciettlcmeni. The Soviet Union, 
in turn, wants Geneva talks reconvened so that it can use its 
own diplomatic leverage to support its Arab allies and to con- 
vince those allies that Moscow is indeed a friend worth having. 

Until last month, ticncva talks feprtserited the objective of a 
broad consensus of Aral> opinion, .and the opponenis of Geneva 
contemplated nothing more than verbal ohjcciions to record 
their dissent, liven among Palestinian dissidents, there has been 
an absence of commando actions aimed at disrupiing efforts to 
secure moderate Palestinian participMion in calk;. Though Sadar 
continues to claim that his efforts are merely intended to pre- 
pare the groundwork for Geneva, his willingness to speak on 
behatf of the Arab parties who shun his direct talks with the 
Israelis convinces many that he is laying the groundwork for a 
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Sadn, Aaad. Begin: vanithing middln ^ground 



CABINET SHAKEUP 

U.S. Presses Japan 
On Trade Surplus 

Prime Minister Takeo Hukuda's decision last week to replace 
most of his cabinet ministers and take new .fteps to stimulate 
the economy followed a warning from the Carter administration 
that Japan should make concrete proposals by December IS to 
drastically reduce its huge trade surplus -or face proteciioiiist 
measures against its goods. Japanese officials said they regarded 
the warning-delivered by a U.S. trade team during five days of 
talks in Tokyo last month— as an ultimatum. Fukuda was re- 
portedly shocked by the strength of the U.S. demands, although 
he told his cabinet they were made for the benefit of the eniiie 
World economy, l-ukuda indicated that he would adopt new 
pump priming measures and promised to encourage more im^ 
ports, but it IS not yet clear whether the steps will satisfy the 
U,S- 

This year Japan is evpecied to sell a record SI8 billion more 
in exports than it will buy in imports from its trading panners. 
About half of this surplus will be with the U.S. By contrast, 
Japan's total trade surpiiis last year was S9.9 billion. 

The U.S. is urging the Japanese government to approach the 
problem from three angles: 

• restrain Japanese exports 

• siimiilate Japan's domestic economy through tax breaks 
and government spending. This would theoretically increase 
consumer demand, so that Japanese industry could sell more 
goods at home and rely lesi on exports. Increased demand could 

[comrnvffa on pai/e 2} 
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U.S. Firms Train Rhociesians 



A prujccc funded by U.S. corporal ions 
Co train furure members of a WcstCfn- 
orientcd multiracial yovernmcnl of Zim- 
babwe (Rhodesia) has backfired on its 
sponsors. Thirteen of 25 Rhodcsian stu- 
denrs-19 bliicks, 3 whites. 2 Asians and 
one "coIcired"-have dropped out of a 
program itiat began in September at 
Carnegie-MeHon Universiiy in Piiisburgh. 
The disenchanted students, all of them 
black, say they wore "duped" into enroll- 
ing in a "poliiically motivated" program 
designed lo train a new pro-Wcstern Rho- 
desian elire lo work in goveriinleni and 
civil service. One student has already gone 
home, having demanded and received a 
return ticket to Rh^idcsia from the uni- 
versiry administration, Four others are 
also seeking return lickets, while another 
eight students have stopped attending 




Downtown SAlitbury 



classes and are- irymg lo secure Scholar- 
ships CO other U.S. colleges. 

The program -with eourses in subjects 
like public management, fiscal policy, 
cost-benefit anaJysis and economic deveh 
opmcnt-was conceived by K. F. 
.Andrews, vice-president of Allegheny 
l.uJlum industries Inc.. a Pitcsburgh- 
based steel company which relies heavily 
un Rhodesiati chrome. I'Or years, An- 
drews was an outspoken lobbyist in favor 
of the Eyrd amendment, which permitted 
U,S. trade M'trh Khudcsia despite UN 
sancrions. The steel executive says his 
firm's purpose in promoting the Carnegie- 
Mellon training program is to ensure that 
"the free enterprise system and a West- 
ern-oriented government" continue to 
flourish in Rhodesia after white-minority 
rule is phased out. 

l/nion Carbide, which owns chrome 
mines and a smelting operation in Rho- 
desia, also has cnniribuceil money to the 
program, along with four other large U.S, 
corporations which have provided funds 
on the condition that their contributions 
remain anonymous, The project has ihc 
backing of Rhodesia's relatively liberal 
Whitsun Toundatton and several U.S. 
foundations. It was approved by officials 
of Prime Minister Ian Smith's government 
and won special clearance from the U.S. 
State and Justice Oepartments. 

The black students who quit the pro- 
gram told Internews they were originally 



attracted by an ad in a local Rhodcsian 
newspaper offering a chance For qualified 
high school graduates to earn scholarships 
10 go to college in the United States. No 
further details were given. Out of an addi- 
tional 2(KJ or so applicants who took a 
battery of tests in Salisbury, 25 were 
selected. The 13 who have refused to 
complete the training insist that they 
were not fully aware of the political pur- 
poses of tht: program until they read U.S. 
newspaper reports describing the project. 

The Carnegie-Mellon project reHects 
increasing corporate involvement in the 
U.S. and British effort to negotiate an or- 
derly transition to "moderate" black 
majority rule in Rhodesia, The \Vasbin}i- 
tijTi Post and l.ondmi Observer reported 
recently that British muliiniillionjire 
Tiny Rowland-head of the {.onrho eifn- 
glomeratc. which hiis extensive invest- 
ments throughout southern Africa 
arranged a secret mei-tijig September 25 
in Lusaka between Ian Smith and 
Zambia's President Kenneth Kaunda, 

If the Anglit-American plan for Rho- 
desia is ad<tptcd, corporations wuuUI be 
involved in an even more direct role 
through the proposed SI. 5 billion "Zmi- 
babwe Development l-'und" aimed at safe- 
guarding foreign investment and promot- 
ing capitalist development under bfaek 
rule. Union Carbide, U.S. Steel, and oilier 
U.S. corporations have expressed their 
support for the plan. - ST 



Japan 



Icominunii from page 1j 
.tIso mean more imports. 

• boost imports of farm products and 
double Japan's purchases of foreign 
manufactured goods by cutting tariffs 
And removing other barriers- The U.S. 
complains that only 20 percent of Japan's 
imports arc manufactured goods, com- 
pared lo S3 percent for the U.S. and 6<i 
percent for West Cicrmany, Japan argues 
that its ratio is different, because it is far 
more dependent than other industrialized 
nations on imports for raw materials and 
f4jod. 

Under stiff Western pressure, the Japa- 
nese government announced a S7,6 bil- 
lion domestic pump priming package in 
October, although officials warn that its 
effects will take at least a year to be felt. 
Japan has also begun emergency pur- 
chases of $548 million in imported oil. 
copper, uranium, zinc and corn, l-'ukuda 
has stated thai his goal is to make emer- 
gency imports of S3 billion to help re- 
duce Japan's rrnde surplus. Japan also ac- 



cepted an "(irdcrly marketing agreement" 
this year limiting the export of color TVs 

to the U.S. 

Additional "drastic" steps called for 
by Japan's trading ftarlnerS present dif- 
ficult political problems for the Fukuda 
government. Although Japan's economy 
Is the fastest-growing in the industrial 
world, it ts aNo beset with problems. In* 
dustry is operating at 70 percent of 
capacity. Bankruptcies are at an all-time 
high. Consumer demand is sluggish- 
which is why many industries have turned 



increasingly to exports to keep produc- 
tion up. Unemployment, now about 2 
percent, is low by U.S. standards. But ii is 
at an IS-ycar high in Jupan and is a sensi- 
tive policical issue. And the rising yen is 
cutting exports and growth (sec box). 

In this Setting, a government effort ru 
significanilj' reduce exports would be 
politically touchy, since it would threaten 
jobs and economic growth in Japan. Such 
a move could also reduce consurJier de- 
mand and business investment in Japan, 
since il would create fears of recession. 



EXPORTS AND THE RISING YEN 

(Ine fnciLir iliac iv i.'utiing into Japan's 
osporcs IS the reecru ?iUTgc in i-nluc nf the 
yen. The yen ha« riMii 22 perLcm against 
the dollar stUi-r liinuiry. That mcanx ihai 
Jflpintrse maniiFacitireTS have to raise ihi; 
prJL'cs of [heir profluiiK jr tJic U.S. just to 
Ti;i-dvc the sjmc aminini o\ yen for thean. 
Tile higher prices make Japanese piodiicis 
les-^cirmprtiiive. 

Pot U,S. Meelmikcrs or car mimifae- 
curers, ibe rising yen ii; welcome: news, prom 
the Japanese point of view it i.s bad news. In 
fact, the "espensivfi" yen has become one 
of ihc hune^T politicn.1 is.sues in Japan. 



.Manufacctircr^ arc tt-cittitiJ ahout future 
sales. Ujiions arc concerned nbouc jotn 
Prime Minister I'likiida atkiiowkJgCiJ Nov. 
25 rhal llic rising value of the ytn would 
make it impossible for Japan to reach its 
ancitipaicd growth rate of 6.7 pcrCcfll fwr 
the current fiscal year. 

In theory, the apprcciadon of du- yen 
»hi>uld help ^MtTGCt Japan':* trade imhiil^inci.' 
hy reducing cxpnrtn and cncOUtAging iiiv 
ports, which Sue cheaper, Hawcvor. since <o 
much of whai Japan imports '\f- ran 
mut«ciaU far manufiLciunng. a detlilc in ex- 
porls (which causes a tkclinc in producfi»nl 
nn Hciuaily mean fewer imported g(>o<-U re- 
gardless of the pritc. 
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Smith Opts for Internal Settlement" 



Ian Smith, Rhodesia's willful white- 
minority tedder, h nnce ^ain venturing 

our on his awn. bypassing the latMt U,S.- 
Brirish settlement plan, tiFdering largc- 
«alc militar>' raids against Zimbabwean 
guerrillaii in Mdzamhitjue. and offering an 
"irncrnal sculcmcni" to "moderate" 
black leaders. If Smith is successful tn 
negotiating a political deal with Metho- 
dist Bishop Abe! Muzufcwa, cx-guerrilla 
leader Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole, tribal 
thief Jeremiah Chirau or any combinij- 
tiun uf the three, the political and mili- 
tary situation in Rhodesia eould become 
increasingly confused and irtrractable. An 
internal settlement vi-ould not end the 
fighting since neiriier Muzorcwu, Siihole 
i^or thrrau controls any of th*; guerrilla 
forces. But il would mean that ZANU 
and ZAPU. the two guerrilla groups allied 
in the Patrituic l-'ront. would fmd them- 
selves fighting a mukirafial govcrnmcxit- 
howcvcr unrepresenrativc of Zimbabwe's 
6.5 million black majoriry -instead of just 
Smith's white-minority regime. 

Smith launched his most recent effort 
at achieving his long-sought internal 
settlement November 24 when he said the 
A ngltv American initiative had failed and 
announced his qualified acceptance of the 
principle of one-pcrson, iinc-vote. 
Rhetorically, it was a miijor departure for 
Smith, who only last year was saying that 
"never in ;i thousand years" would be ac- 
cept the principle of maj,ority rule and 



certainly never during his iifcrimc. How- 
ever, in eoncrcte terms, there appear<;d to 
be little change in Smith's thinking. He 
to!d reporters his suppon for democraric 
voting rights was contingent upon obtain- 
ing what he called "safeguards" for Rho- 
desia's ruling white minority. In par- 
ticular, he insisted that ihc armed forces 
and civil services remain "non-politicar'- 
Smith's codeword for uhitc-jominated. 




Rho<t»ian-stvie strategic hamlH 

Smitl^ offered lo hold talks in Salis- 
bury with Muzorcwa, Sithole and Chirau. 
and within days of the offer each of them 
agreed to take part. However, the Parri- 
otic F-'ront rtrjected Smith's new pro- 
posals, "Smith is jdst buying lime." said 
Joshua Nkomo. co-leader of the T'ront. 
"Any agreement reached without ihe 



Patrioric Front will not solve the problem 
or end the war." Britain and the U-S. in- 
itially said Smith was taking "a step in 
rhe righi dir<;ction, ' although the Carter 
administration later stressed that any 
settlement must include "all parties." a 
reference to the Patriotic Front. 

While Smith was announcing his will- 
ingness to accept a qualified version lif 
one-person, one-vote, his ground and air 
forces were already striking at i guerrilla 
transit camp near Chimoio, S<l miles in- 
side Mozambique Moir-imbiquc's official 
itews ajjency ami UP! corrcspondcni 
Tony Avirgan who wis in Chimoio re- 
ported that ihc Rhodcsian attack in- 
^^ludcif bombing raidii {by hrench-built 
Mirage jets obtained from South Africa, 
according to Mozambique), and assault 
by helicopter- borne troops, tn ihc aiiaclt 
on Chimoio and another iransir cump in 
Tcte province near the Cabora Bassa dam. 
the Khodesians claim to have kitled a 
staggering 1,200 Zimbabwean guerrilEas. 
Patriotic From co-kadcr Hoberi Mugabe 
said the attacks on the two transit camps 
caused UlCl deaths, mostly women and 
children. A correspondent for the 
Lojiiiini Observer who toured the wreck- 
age of the Chimoio camp reported finding 
70 bodies. Six hundred people, he said. 
were wounded. The Rhodcsian raids re- 
^^eal once again the Milncrability of the 
guerrillas who !acl< adequate anij-aircrafr 
weaponry -to air attack. ST 



Fukuda faces other poliijcat problems. 
not unlike those found in rhe U.S. P"ur- 
chcr stimulus programs entail the risk of 
plunging the country into a new round of 
inflation. Boosting agricultural imports is 
unpopular with Japanese Farmers, who 
are an important constituency for the rul- 
ing Liberal Democratic Party, which has a 
narrow majority in parliament. 

The latest U.S. warnings to Japan have 
been accompanied by unofficial press re- 
ports that the Cirter adminisiration- 
under pressure from steel and other in- 
dustries affected by imports-is prepared 
to take tough action if Tokyo does not 
respond. Nrtifsviet'k magaz-ine quoted a 
"top official" in its November 21 issuers 
saying that if japan does not start buying 
U.S. goods, the result will be "draccini&n 
measures against Japanese goods." The 
magazine reported thai a "mood of deter- 
minaliun to crack down on Japan has 
now reached all Icvcis of the Carter ad- 
ministration." 

The US. is particulariy anxious to get 
public commirmcnts from Jitpan before 
the next round of inultil;Ucral trade talks 



opens in Geneva in January. The Carter 
administration has been pressing for the 
97 nations involved to agree to a sweep- 
ing removal of trade barriers as the best 
way to resiure solid growth to the West- 
ern economics. Many economists say that 
if the trade talks fail, industrial nations 
will individually begin erecting their own 
rradc barriers, unleashing a wave of pro- 
tectionism that will further dampen 
growth in the indisstrtalixed naiioas. 

If Japan has not done anything about 
its surplus before tbe januar>- meeting, 
many narions will be in no mood to lift 
barriers to imports. The president of the 
European Comn^on Market warned Japan 
in October that a return to protectionism 
in F.urupe is Likely if Tokyo has noi; re- 
duced il? surplus before the new round of 
trade talks. And members of Congress 
have indicated they may begin consider- 
ing higher quotas and tariffs when Con- 
gress reconvenes in Januai^'. 

Another reason for U.S. pressure on 
Japan is the ballooning U,S, trade deficit, 
which is expected to reach a record S5t) 
billion this year. Irtcrciscd imports of 



U.S. goods by Japan could help reduce it. 
However, as administration officia.ls have 
pointed oui. the Kirge U.S. deficit is a re- 
sult primarily of oil imports and the fact 
that the U.S. has recovered from the 
1973-74 recession more quickly than 
have many of m trading partners. As a 
result, the U.S. is pulling in more imports 
while other nations arc unable to buy a 
comparable amount of U.S. goods. -JA 
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SHAH PLEDGES SUPPORT 



US. Campaigns for Oil Price Freeze 



Oil ministers from the iS-nation Or- 
ganization of Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) arc scheduled to meet in 
Cancas, Venezuela, Decem^ier 20 to set 
oil prices for 1978, Most analysts have 
been predicting a moderate price rise- 
around 5 percent- Tflc Carter administra- 
tion has been campaigning vigorously for 
a price freeze. Secrerary of State Vance 
warned last month thac any increase at all 
would be "catastrophic" for the indus- 
trialized nations. After a two-week trip 
that included Saudi Arabia, Iran and Ku- 
wait, Treasury Secretary Michael Blumcn- 
tha! indicated lasc month that he was 
hopeful OPEC would freeze prices, pos- 
sibly for all of next year. 

The U.S. has been trying to pcrsua.de 
the oil producers that a price hike is not 
in their own best interests, since it would 
force up unemployment and inflation in 
the Western industrialized countries. In- 
flation, say U.S. officials, will come back 
to the oil producers in the form of higher 
prices on the manufactured goods they 
purchase from the West, Growing invest- 
ments in the U.S. and Europe by Arab 
countries -particularly Saudi Arabia-also 
give them a greater stike in rhc prosperity 



of industrialized na.tions. 

The biggest victory so far in the ad- 
ministration's price freeze campaign was 
the Shah of Iran's promise November 16 
TO oppose a price hike in Cara^cas. Before 
coming to Washington, ihc Sllah had indi- 
cated That Iran would "remain a spec- 
tator" at the OPEC meeting. He at- 
tributed his change of position to his 
talks with President Carter. But the Shah 
is also anxious to get approval from a re- 
luctant Congress for massive arms pur- 
chases next year, mcfuding 140 F-I6 
fighters. The White House insisted that 
there had been no quid prn cjuo. bur 
Iran's cot>peration on oil prices cannot 
hurt its chances with Congress. 

At the other end of the price spec- 
trucn, Iraq has said it will seek a 23 per- 
cent price int:rease. Venexuela says it is 
hoping for a 5 to 8 percent rise, and a 
visit from Secretary' of State Vance to 
Caracas November 23 failed to change 
President Carlos Andres Perez's mind, 
Perez told reporters afterwards: "If they 
tell mc they will freeze the price of steel, 
of machineries, of tractors, i will without 
a second's hesitation lead the campaign to 
freeze oil prices also," 



The key lo the outcome in Caracas is 
likely to be Saudi Arabia, and Saudi oil 
minister Sheik Ahmed Zaki Yamani has a 
penchant for dramatic last-minute an- 
nouncements. Last December, he forced a 
pricing split in OPEC by refusing to go 
along with a 10 percent price increase. 
The split lasted until June, when the 
Saudis agreed to go up to 10 percent, and 
Other OPEC members abandoned plans 
for a further rise this year. 

The OPEC nations arc reportedly de- 
termined to avoid a repeat of last year's 
split and arc trying to work out an agree- 
ment in advanet;. Bui the .Saudis' position 
is stil! a mystery. The Shah indicated dur- 
ing his Washington trip that Saudi Arabia, 
the largest exporter, would join Iran in 
opposing a price increase. Thar would 
presumably ensure a freeze. But other re- 
ports from the Middle Easi indicate that 
Vamani has been discussing a 5 percent 
increase, largely because of the deteriora- 
tion pf the dollar. The falling vulue of the 
dollar has been cited by some OPEC 
members as a reason for raising prices, 
since they are paiit in dollars for their 
crude. 

-J A 



Vance Cautions Brazil, Argentina 



The dangers of nuclear proliferation- 
and warnings of a potential nuclear arms 
race between Brazil and Argei^titia- 
dorainatcd Secretary of Staic Cyrus 
Vance's talks in Buenos Aires and Brasilia 
late last month. Both countries arc on the 
threshold of becoming nuclear powers, 
and the Carter administration is clearly 
worried about it. Argentina has led nu- 
clear industry development in Latin 
America for the past 20 years aJid is on 
the way to developing its own plutonium 
supply. Us Atucha nuclear plant-the 
seventh largest in ihc world-is the only 
operating nuclear power fa.cility In Latin 
America. And, according to the president 
of the Argentine Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion. Argentina now "has the human and 
technical capability to produce an atomic 
bomb." 

Brazil's military government is about 
to acquire nuclear reprocessing tech- 
nology as part of a $5 billion (some te- 
ports say $9 billion) nuclear power ac- 
cord signed in 1975 with West Germany. 
Under the deal, (Jermariy will help build 
facilities to recycle nuclear fuel to recover 
plutonium, which could be used in nu- 
clear weapons, Although Urazil's govern- 



ment says it will use the technology onEy 
For peaceful purposes, the New York 
Times reported recently that there is a 
"widespread assumption" among Brazil- 
ian politicians, business executives and 
journalists that the military government 
wants nuclear weapons. The Argentine 
junta is reportedly also convinced its 
neighbor and traditional rival wants to be- 
come a nuclear power. 

Argetiitinc leaders reportedly told 
Vance they would suspend efforts to pro- 
duce plutonium if Brazil agreed to defer 




Vance: warning of nuelnr rsc* 



reprocessing. The Argentine foreign min- 
ister also announced that Argentina 
would ratify the 1969 Tlatelolco Treaty 
which would make Latin America a nu- 
clear-free zone. Brazil has already ratified 
the treaty, but it will not come into force 
until all eligible countries approve it. So 
far several -including Cuba-have not. In 
fact, the Carter administration has 
warned the Brazilians that if they insist 
on going through with the sensitive parts 
of the German deal. Cuba may also seek 
reprocessing technology'. 

\''ance reporiedly brought no new pro- 
posals with him to Brasilia, and the Rio 
de Janeiro daily jornat do Bra&i! spetu- 
liated that he wa.s mainly preparing the 
way for mure serious negotiations when 
President Career visits Brazil early next 
year. The Wasbingion Post recently re- 
ported that the Carter administration has 
given up trying to stop construction of 
the reprocessing facility, and is now try- 
ing to get Brazil to turn it into a "re- 
gional" factory for spent fuel from all 
over South America, with strict safe- 
guards to assure that the resulting plu- 
tonium is not used to mak^e weapons. 

-EF 
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SOMALIS IN RACE AGAINST TIME 

Can Ethiopia Hold Out? 



Ethiopian and Sumali fiirtrt last week 
were locked in what could be ihe decisive 
battle of the five-month war fur control 
of Ethiopia's Ogaden desert. The focus of 
the fighting is an ancient walled city, 
Harar, in the mounrsins overlooking the 
Ogaden. SotniJia -whivh has captured 
ni^arly one-third of Eihiopia's territory 
since the fighting began in earnest last 
JiEly— is racing against time to take Harar 
and the nearby strategic city of Dire 
Dawa, whiuh is Ethinpia'i forward mili- 
tarv base and the third largest city in the 
eountry. Control of the two mountain 
towns has historicatly been the key to 
holding the desert below. 

Afteif a two-month lull in the fghting, 
laused by torrential rain* that turned the 
Somali supply routes inEO muddy rivers., 
the Somalis arc in a hurry. Their supply 
lines art- growing longer and more vul- 
nerable. Their supplies tif heavy arms arc 
dwindling and are apparently not being 
replaced. But most of all, the Somalis fear 
that delay.'; will give the Ethiopians time 
10 make full use of their new Soviiet* 
supplied arms. 

lime appears to favor the Ethiopians. 
The military' governnient is desperately 
trying to hold the line at Harar in order 
to gain time to re-equip and retrain its 
army with Soviet weapons and prepare a 
counter-offensive to recapture the Oga- 
dcn. Diplomats say Ethiopia has rushed 
newly delivered Soviet T-55 tanks, long- 
range guns, and anri-aircrafl missiles (O 
the front. Regular troops have been 
pulled back for retraining while militia 
units hold the line near Harar. Ethiopian 
head of state Mengistu Haile Mariam re- 
cently went to Harar to boost morale, 
and Western reporters say Cuban advisers 
arc cont-cntrating their efforts there. 

l-'or both sides, the problem of secur- 
ing arms has become critical, since both 
are cut off from their traditional sup- 
pliers, lithiopia has been receiving Soviet 
arms since March, but il is Still scrambling 
for supplies to keep its U.S.-supplted 
equipment functioning. 

David Ottaway of the Washington 
Post, probably the mosl; reliable U.S. re- 
porter in the region, gave the following 
account of foreign support for Ethiopia 
six weeks ago: Libya is reportedly provid- 
ing money, arms and diplomatic support; 
the Israelis a score or so of military ad- 
visers, some security iiupport and spare 
parts for U.S.-niadc weapons; South 
Korea uniforms for the army and peasant 
miliiJa; and West Germany advisers and 
materiel for the police. Cuba has sent 



SOVIET ARMS TO ETHIOPIA 

Accorjmg to a n-pori in ll»e Ha!iimors 
Sun 0(.-i 17, dtplomflts anJ ochcr sources in 
rhc Ethiopian capital of Addis Ababa give 
this rundown of Soviet wcapom retcived by 
l:chiupin in The past sm moncilis: 

« 300 artnoTtJ vehic[», jnc9udjng 180 

• lU multiple rn^kei launchers, known 
as "Sralin organs" 

• 2fK) heavy field guns and anri-airtTafi 
artillery 

• Vf haitrrteii^ of surface-to-air niissileii 

• 4H crated MIC-2I fighters (40 for 
cornliat, R for training and retonnaissance) 

• jil»]Ut K lielicopK-rs anJ 4 missile- 
firing putroi boxes 



to sustain a prolonged war Saudi Arabia 
is Said to have promised $400 million and 
already financed SI 00 million in arms for 
Somalia. Other Arab countries hsvc 
pledged S3 50 million. Some are thought 
to have sent Soviet supplies from their 
own 'Stocks. The Somalis have also cap- 
tured large quantities of tanks and other 
U.S_-made equipment from Ethiopia. But 
its soldiers ate unable to use the equip- 
ment, and there is talk in Som.itia of trad- 
ing it for Soviet stocks- perhaps through 
Huropean arm$ merchants. 



mostly doctors, but also has 5U to UiO 
military adviscrs_ (Cuba has denied having 
any combat troops in tthiapia. The Stilte 
Department now claims that Cuba has 
40(1 military advisers there.) East Ger- 
many and the Soviet Union are providing 
the bulk of the arms and munitions. 

The iinhit'ii^rtr Sun reported in Octo- 
ber that diplomats say that "more than 
100 Soviet military- personnel and a 
nearly equal number of East German offi- 
cers*' are now in Ethiopia "to deliver the 
new arms and train tchiopian soldiers to 
use them. None of the Russians or Easi 
Germans has been reported to be playing 
an active combat role" The cost of the 
Soviet arms shipments has been estimated 
at between $JS5 million and J50(I mil- 
lion. 

Spmalia, meanwhile, ts trying to find 
munitions and spare parts for its Soviet- 
supplied equipment, now that it has 
broken military ties with Moscow. The 
Soviets $ay they actually cut off ship- 
ments of heavy equipment to Somalia last 
summer when the Ogaden war heated up. 
At the same time. Somalia is trying to 
persuade Western nations to begin selling 
il arms. Shortly before announcing his 
break with Moscow November 1 3, Somali 
President Siad Barre reportedly called in 
ambassadors from the U-S., Britain, 
France, Italy and West Germany to ap- 
peal for concerted action lo contain 
Soviet influence in Ethiopia. Although 
Western countries reportedly plan to in- 
crease food aid to Somalia, there has been 
no indication so far that the U.S., Britain 
or France has changed its position of re- 
fusing arms sales u> Somalia as long as the 
fighting continues. Somalia has reported- 
ly tried to gci the U.S- to channel arms to 
it through Saudi Arabia, Iran or West Ger- 
many- apparently Without success. 

So far, however, new assistance to 
Somalia has come primarily from Arab 
powers, and it ts reportedly insufficient 




Captured Ethiopian tank 



Whether lithiopis can hold oul long 
enough to take advantage of its own new 
Soviet arms and of Somalia's lack of new 
weapons depends largely on two factors: 
troop morale and the internal stability of 
the Ethiopian military government, Ethi- 
opia's Third Army, which is the main 
force defending Harar, turned and ran 
two months ago when Somali-backed 
forced attacked the tank and radar base 
of Jijiga. The government is hoping that 
morale has been boosted through the in- 
fusion of new arms and new training. 

The government itself is caught up in a 
deadly power struggle that reaches not 
only through the military leadership, but 
to the various civilian groups that Support 
il as well. In the last month, assassins 
have killed the information minister of 
the military council, a member of the 
council, and a leader of the neighborhood 
dwellers association in Addis Ababa. In 
addition, the number two official in the 
ruling council. l.t. Col. Atnafu Abate, was 
apparently executed after being accused 
of trying to slow the pace of the revolu- 
tion to concentrate on the war effort. 
Diplomats in Addis Ababa say gunfire is 
heard daily in the capital, 

Ethiopia's military leaders -and their 
Soviet allies -are gambling that the Ethio- 
pians can overcome these difficulties, and 
that if ibcy do. the arithmetic of arms 
and troops is on their side. -jA 
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THREE FACE DEATH SENTENCE 

Prrs. l'criiiti:inJ >\artns yniiounccd Nuv. 29 that the trial of 
rhru- well knon ti pulitivjl prisoners facing the desth semcncc 

nhilint^tlAQ ''^^^^^ ^^^ rcupcncJ. l-our days 
^Jl Itll^J^JII IwO earlier, a military iribunii! had sen- 
tcrmt'd tpppirtition pulitkian I3cnigni> Aquino and two leaders of 
[he cutlaivcd New People's Army la die before a firing squad. 
Charges against the three ineludc subversion, murder and illegal 
possession of firearms. All three refused to rctrognizc the Eegiti- 
rnacy of the miHiary tribunal which was set Up when menial laiv 
was declared in 1972. The Philippine gnvemnicni h under intcr- 
natioria] pressure in the case. The State Dcpi. expresfvcd fonccrrt 
over the death ftenccncc against Aquino, and the U.S. abstained 
on an Asian Devdopnicnt Bank loan to Manila Nov. 2*-} xo rc' 
fleet "general concern" over human rights problems in the 
Philippines. Ilowtvcr. (de U.S. has said nothing about the two 
guerrilla leaders who face the same sentence. There is specula- 
liun that Marcos will use the reopened triji ro reduce .-Xquino's 
senteiiceH while executing the two n>mmunist leaders. 

Aquino, a member of a poMcicallv prominent family, was the 
Ic;lder of the opposition Liberal party, and the most likely fig- 
ure to replace Marcos as president. He was arrested shortly after 
martial law was declared. I'he second defendant, KernalK.- Bus- 
cayno, also known as Commander Dante, is the former com- 
mander of chc New People's Army- Victor <'orpiis, the third 
defendant, is a former bcuTcnant in the Philippine Army who 
defevrcd to the New People's Army in 1V7(1. On N^n-. i9 the 
government also anntiiinccd the LiipttitL- nf the heiid of the New 
People's Army, Jose Maria Sison. 

SOCIAL 1ST GOVERNMENT »EAR COLLAPSE 

Portugal's moderate Socialist party government is making a bst- 
minucc effort to stay in power. The Socialists, led by Prini« 
H^^^M|bg uwnl Minister Mario Soarcs, arc trying to win 
J*W« •U\^QI both Communist and right-wing party 
support for a national austerity program to cope with Portugal's 
Worsening economic criuis. If the effort fails, Soarcs's i7-month- 
G s^0^k'^ '*''■' ni'i'^^ify government will like- 

ly fail this week, The underlying 
problem is Portugal's battered 
economy. 'I'lie country has a SI. 5 
billion b id an cc-of -payments defi- 
cit, inflation i!; running at 30% 
and uncmployraeni has hit 16%- 
not counting the more than one 
million Portugtiesc emigrant 
workers in Prance and other West- 
ern European nations. 

Prime Minister Soares and his 
Socialist party have turned to the International Monetary Hund 
for help. The IMP has agreed (o loan Portugal S50 million and 
administer a $750 million litan from the United States. West 
Germany and Other Western countries which approve of Soares's 
soL-iat demoeratie vicws-on the eondttion that Portugal adopt 
what the London ^roiwmixf culls "bniial" .lUMcrity measures. 
The IMF wants increased taxes, a ceiling on wages .ind tighter 
credit, The result is widely expected to be increased unemploy- 
ment and forced bankruptcy for many smaller companies. The 
[M3' measures ;irc strongly oppt>sed by trade unions and ^malil 
business owners. 

The Communist party is bitterly critical of the IMF plan but 
is willing to Support the Socialists jn return for other conces- 




sions. However, the two leading right-wing parcies-thc Social 
Democrats and the Center Democrats- will not back the Social- 
ists unless they arc asked to join a governing coalition, The 
right-wing parties also refuse to endorse a national economic 
pLiit that has the support of the <:ommunssts. 

POLAROID PULLS OUT 

The Polaroid Corporation's decision last nionrh to cut off its 
shipments of its products to South Africa was the result of a 

S^^^^Z^^^ secret document leaked by an employee. 
• dirivd ;!n; expose in the Ho^Ttm (ilofyr. and the 
orgsni/mg L-Hrvrts of a group of bijck workers at Polaroid's 
Cambridge. Massachusetts, headquarters. In South Africa. In- 
drus Naidoo-a member ot the African National Congress- 
discovered evidence showing that Polaroid's local distributor. 
Frank and Hirsch. was selling Polaroid products directly to the 
South African government for use in the notorious passbook 
identification system. Thai violated a 1971 agreement which 
forbid direct sales of Poiaroid film to the apartheid regime -an 
agreement forced by b(ack employees of Polaroid in the U.S. 
who were pressuring the company to withdraw from South 
Africa. Naidoo sent his evidence of the sales to the New Vork- 
bascd American Clommittec on Africa (ACOA), which gave the 
stor>* to the Rnsum Gltthn. The iUobe cxpr)sr and pressure from 
the A(;C)A compelled Polnroid to investigate. Polaroid con- 
firmed ihe charges and terminated its relationship with Prank 
and Hinch. i'olaroid also announced it had no phins to find 
another South African distributor -making it one of the first 
U.S. corporations to withdraw from South Africa, 

The ACOA called the Polaroid decision "a victory for all 
those opposed to the apartheid regime" -and especially for Ken 
Hunter arid Caroline Williams, two bhck workers wht* were 
fired by Polaroid for oi^anizing the campaign again.st the i-or- 
pcraiion's involvement in South Africa, 

NEWTALKS: MORE DEADLOCK OR MAJOR PROGRESS? 

U.S. and Vietnamese officials are to resume talks in Pans ihis 
week. The negotiations will be the third round of talks aimed at 
- -5j»#^» IL1.><,%. ^''■^Tialtzing relations between the two 
wRSWiCiill governmenrs. Assistitnt Sec. of State 
Richard Hoibrookc will again meci with Vietnajii's Deputy t'or- 
cign Minister Phan Hicn, The State Dcpt., in announcing the 
new round of talks Nov. 23, added that Holbrooke had recently 
met with senior Vietnamese officials at the UN. 

A Vietnamese official in Paris told Ueutcr Nov. 24, "We arc 
confident major progress will result from the next round of 
talks." But a State Department spokesperson said thai the U.S. 
had not changed its position opposing aid to Vietnam, which is 
now the main obstacle to notmalization of relations. Vietnam 
had demanded that the U.S. make some contribution to healing 
the woitnds of war, Hut the (inner administration, under con- 
gressional pressure, has ruled out direct U.S. aid to Vietnam or 

c\>en indirect aid through such multilateral institution^ as the 
World Bank. The Victrsamcsc h.ivc indicated rhey may be willing 
1o accept U.S. aid through UN agencies such as UNKSCO or the 
UN Dei'clopmeni Fund, but they msisc on the principle of some 
U.S. fin:inci,il tompcnsaiion. 

There has been no indication %q far that the adnTinistraiion 
will agree to the UN conduit or some other c(impri)mise on the 
aid issue to break the deadlock. And Staitc Dcpt. officials have 
said privately that normalizing rclatioits with Vietnam is a low 
priority now for the {";irtc'r administration. 
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IMF PRESSING TOUGH AUSTERITV MEASURES 

The Intcrnationiil Mcnci:iry l-untl flMI-) has suspended ntigotig- 
tions wiiih the Turkish go\'emmcnr for crucial loans to help 
♦■ mwM e'^^* ' solve Turkey's most 5c:rit>iJS foreign currency 
•UriW?y crisis in the p4Si 50 years. A five-member IMf- 
tcam left Ankara N(iV. 15 reportedly after failing Cu obtain 
agfccFTicni from the righMving toatition government of Premier 
I Suleiman Oemircl to a long list of 
harsh austerity meiksures. The IMF- 
I reportedly U'ants a 15 tn 20% dc- 
I valuation of rhc Turkish lira -on 
top of a 10% dc\'alu.'itJon in Sep- 
■ tcmbcr-which would increase the 
I c<)St of imports and stimulate ex- 
i pons to cut Turkey's massive 
inidc dcneit of nearly S4 billion 
I this year. The IMK also wants the 
SuWnwn Dsmirsl governitieni ui slow down rhc 

country's raic of growth from nearly 8% to S%, A growth rare 
of 8"Sd is required just iw crealt: enough jobs to prevent un- 
employment from rising above the current 15%. The JMP re- 
portedly also wanl;^ a tightening up of state-run industries, 
which would entail firing hirge numbers of workers, further in- 
creasing uncmploymeni. 

The government had hoped to get a dean bill of health from 
the IMI'" mission, both to obtain emergency LMI* loans and to 
^in access to various other international institutions and banks 
for similar loans. But tlie cough measures sought by the IMP 
have met stiff resislanee both inside and ouiside chc govcrn- 
mcnc. CriticK argue that the austerity measures will lead to fac- 
tory shut-diiwns, increased unemphiymeni. and a worsening of 
the country'? .1CI% inflation. 

GOVERNMENT ANTI-LABOR OFFENSIVE 

A newly formed I r;uk l.Jnii>n t;ommitu-e Against Rtiprcssicin 
(TLICAR), which groups some 2:6 labor uniom representing 
w^ lA^ttf^ ^lir^tf^ (iO.OOU workers, hns called i^or a 
J"*Wi liW I Iww scries of mass demonstr.itions 
and work stopp:iges to protest an "anti-labor" offensive by the 
government. TlH;Aft also charges that a police "death stiuad" is 
responsible lor the murder Inst month nf labor leader Juan 
Kafael Cabclleri), who was nn organi/er for the Teamsters 
Union. Several thous^md union membL-rs dcmLinsiriTed in S;in 



Juan Nov. 1 1 lo demand that Governor C:trl(,>s Romero RarccUi 
naine a non-partisan committee to investigate that allegation. 
The Teamsters say they have evidence that the "death squad" 
tortured and murdered Caballcro in retaliation for the earlier 
killing of a corporate lawyer, Alan Kandall. Randall's body was 
found with a nolc charg;ing that he worked with chc Ct/V. Vie 
was a senior partner in a prestigious Pueno Kico law firm and 
had previously worked for the National l-abur Kelaiion$ Bo^rd, 
which has taken controversial steps in recent years to restrict 
organiz-ing activities by more militant unions in Puerto kico. 
such as the National Workers Union. The police investigation of 
Kandall's murder has focused on a Teamsters' local cloScly 
aligned with pro-independence groups, and TU('AR chafgo 
Randall's death is "being used as an cxeusc to attack trade 
unions and labor leaders." Juan Mari Bras, sec ret aty -genera! of 
the l*uerio Kican Socialist I'arty, which has been active in organ- 
izing TUCAK, has urged independent organizations and unitvns 
to "cast aside minor differences t« deal with the situation." 

ODNT MISS AN ISSUE 

The lioliiiay mails arc slow! If yout subscription is expiring 
soon, be sure to renew as soon aS you hear from us to guarantee 
that you won't miss a single issue of the Hullftin. You'll aUo he 
saving us extra time and mtmey -anti for that we thank you. 
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rale on holiday ^fi suhs to the Bulletin. 
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Send: as many \^U subs as you want for juM S7 
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SOUTH AFRtCA: More than IHC people are being cleiainM without trial 
ir^ Sooih Africn. according lo the Instltule of Hace Relations- IReuler 
^h'28) • c^ullslEA: Cuines hes QUieTiv stopped allowing Sc^m recof*- 
ndissance planes to use lis airfietds. and a higli-lmul Gulnean mission has 
vijitH Washington lo explore pro${?eets lor improved n&s with the U.S.. 
pxnvokiing dsbate ovar wHeiher to give Gu^'^ea arms aicj {Afsw York 
Ttfttss 11/131 • ZAERE* A syndicate of U.S.. EuropfliJr^ nnd Japanese 
hanks is clow m cprnpterirg 3 nevy $260 fnlHion iQpn in 2aire 10 insu'O 
thai thi! banks will bi^ iOda«d Tor prmious tojins m Zatta totallny over 
S40D million. WYril/iai •CAMBOOIA: Burmii'aPres. Ne Win hccame 
iJie (irsi toreigii heig} of Jt3te to tour Cambodia since l^ie cofnumnists 
!QOl( power In 1975 (AgcncE Frence Presse 1 1/23) • ARWS: the U-S. 
afirl Soviet Union' wili begin talks in Wasfiington in Dacembei on limicing 
arms sales. (Reutef 11^5) Tlie U.S Air Foi-ce bfigao d viyofous saligs 
drive (Of its AWACS, rt hrglilv advanced surveillance plane which iho U.S. 
^'«oes TO sell to MAtQ Jftpuier 1 1 /25l • IRAN: Former CIA director 
Richard Helms djs npeneri nn iniefiianonal consulting frrrn 10 develop 
liusuMEK^ irreresis in the U.S. loi Iranfan con-ipanies. iWaghitrgton Post 
lTn7I •SOUTH YEMEN: South Vemeni women voied for ilie first llmo 
ill ilifjif counlrv's eleciiom. (Fleiiier 11/161 • OIL; A Soviet tfttm is 
tnutirit] the Bnlisli seeior ol tJift Morih Sea. tooking ai Bmish plattotm 
KKhnology to deveiop Scivie<t of tsltore fields in ihe Caspian Sea. IReuler 
1 U?A) * CUBA: Tveeu lives from aboui 50 US- companies hglrj a^dav 



meeting in Havana with Cuban oMleials dt a round tablo orQani^ed bv 
Business IniemallonaJ (Prensa Latlna 11/211 • CHILE: Three ChilGan 
women wlio vwnT tCh Ihe US. to eOP^i^l for hetp for missing >6t(it<ve» have 
tjeeti bafnuH Irorn re-piiterlng Piile unk-ss they 51311 .jstaienneni qlerigmg 
not lu partiCLpaie ir^ polilical acnvifv. IHeuier 1 1/?6) • PERU: A+itir 
nea'lv iv Vfa' o' neoolinnon. the IMI jmriuonced a 51i>'l milUcm credit XQ 
sunpori tUe Peruvian rjovefninerrs tough nsw siEihili^airnr DfOgram 
(AFP IT/lSf • MEXICO: The rralJoiiul oil toiiniany firtnavmcaU H>a[ 
MeRtco'b proven uit reseivos ow itow 16 B bill'on hanelsanil pcilential 
r«$bA-e$ are 130 biltipn barreK. sliytiily less ilian Saudi AcabM's prolan 
lesecves- iBcanomisf 11/12) • YUGOSLAVIA: VugosSavia has iniiialEid 
quie( discussions with Creece, witb MATO app'oval, over the tenni o( a 
mulal defense agroemonl [WP 1 V13| • ECON. GROWTH: Otficials of 
\h& OLCU., which groups 2d feadittij industrial natium. utd ilial meiiiben 
will iJiidE^rshout growth torneis (c the s^ondl VBai tunning 'u^ ISIB. wii^ 
flfcrall growth dropnir^g to 3% in tlie stlionij tialf of the ■^s.n. iNYT 
1 1 f72\ • STEEL; A govemmunt sum< task lofc* recommended istaWsti- 
Infl a 'ererence price svstpm that would aiitoimailcMll y trigija^ penalties 
g^iinsi importad sie^l sulling below a s«l pfice WYT 11/301 •CHINA: 
MllliuiH 0I sttjcfantfi ana t<ikinci Clunn's first coHegaGniraitco exams in II 
vevs IflEuier 11/301 • THAILAND: Thailand savs il plans lo inviie a 
ViOTrismese delegation 10 BongKok id improve reletiqns and plan; 10 seng 
aKiciflisiO Cambodiii and Laos en similar nHssions. 1AP 11/13! 
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Sadat 

(continued from pagv 1} 

separate peace -complete with the Alibi 
that the Syrians and Palestinians p^itsscd 
up the chante to participate themselves. 

Sadat's course of attiun already seems 
to have passed the crucial tesi of public 
opinion in Egypt. No Nassetist officers 
have risen up to overthrow the Egyptian 
president for his heretical oveiriurcs to 
Israel, and the early resignation of two 
consecutive foreign ministers who ob- 
jected rtj Sadat's irip to Israel has had no 
wider consequences to date. "I'he Cairo 
press has emphasized photographs and of- 
ficial texts indicating that the Egyptian 
militarj' fully supports Sadat. There may 
be an clement of hype in this tncdia creat- 
mcnr. but it is widely accepted that the 
military has no desire to provide tsrael 
with a pretext for a pre-emprive strike, 
The military balance (see last issue) heav- 
ily favors Israel at prestrnt, and even ^ 
prO-Soviet coup would be unlikely to 
bring a swift and massive shipment of 
Soviet supplies to replace ligypt's 1973 
losses. Sadat's break with Moscow and 
the impossibility of Egypt's buying 
sophisticated arms from the U.S. have ef- 
fectively neutralized the Egyptian mili- 
tary for the foreseeable future. 

Moreover, few technocrats would 
question Sadat's claim that Egypt cannot 
solve its dire ectmomic problems as long 
as so much of its budgct-S4.4 billion - 
goes to defense spending. Most observers 
also recognize that ligypc will never at- 
tract much foreign im'CsrmcEit as long as 
the risk of war is ever-present. .\ final fat- 
tor widely noted in Egypt is that Israel is 
obviously more willing to make conces- 
sions on the Sinai front than anywhere 
else. Sadat undoubtedly feels that he 
stands to satisfy his public with the con- 
cessions he would achieve even in a sepa- 
rate peace. 

1!ut besides his public, Sadat must also 
satisfy his chief financial backer, Saudi 
.■\rabia. Many commentators a.ssume that 
Sadat would noi have launched his dra- 
matic ir\itiatives without sumc degree of 
prior Saudi approval, yet it also appears 
that the Saudis remain committed to a 

IF VOUOONT ALREADY 
SUBSCRIBE ... 

D 1 «neloM$8 for i iZ-tnontti iubscription 
to the I ntcrnktional BullMirt. 



Name , 



Address , , . . . 

City. , . Siaie Zip . 



Geneva seitlcmeni involving concessions 
to the Palestinians. Palestinian intellec- 
tuals- the engineers in the oil fields and 
the teachers in the desert schools- remain 
a formidable influence on public opinion 
in the sparsely populated Arabian penin- 
sula. By contrast, Palestinian influence is 
much less significant in overpopulated 
Egypt. Jerusalem, too, has bad special im- 
portance for ihc Saudis, as the historical 
guardians of the Islamic faith. The in- 
terests cf the modernizing Palestinian en- 
gineers and the arch-conservative religious 
authorities coincide to make Saudi opm- 
ion surprisingEy miliiant on the question 
of Palestine. 

One major question right now is how 
strongly the Saudis arc committed to the 
PLO as the organizational embodiment of 
the Palestinian cause. Most commentators 
noted that Sadat conspicuousEy failed to 
mention the PLO by name in his public 
remarks in Israel, and liiracli sources in^ 
sisted that he had not advocated the PLO 
cause in private talks either, ilcnrv- Kis- 
singer remarked that Sadat mentioned no 
tiitiet^ble in connection with his proposal 
of a Palestinian state. Several sources sug- 
gested that Sadat would like to sec the 
Palestinians represented in peace talks by 
West Bank notables^some of whom he 
has invited to Cairo for consultations- 
and other non-Pl.O figures, including an 
American professor of Palestinian 
descent. The press has given less attention 
to the fact that Sitdat's initial dechiraliotl 
of his willingness to go to Israel was made 
during the peak of Israel's military cam- 
paign against the Palestinians in southern 
Lebanon. 

In spite of all this^ the PLO has tended 
to temper its attacks on Sadat. As an um- 
brella organisation, the PLO is a virtual 
microfosm of Arab politics. Its "Rejec- 
tion Front" factions arc alrea<iy aligned 
with Iraq and Libya. Syria sponsors iJk 
Saiqa guerrilla group. The mdependent 
"moderates," including Arafat's Fatch, 
have tried to maintain an clement of sup- 
piTTt from Egypt, Syria and Saudi Ariibiu, 
avoLiiing too much dependence on any 
one stale. Now that Sadat has closed 
down hatch offices in Cairo, silenced the 
Voice of Palestine Radio, and expelled 
leading Palestinian officials, the PLO is 
forced into an unea-sy alliance with— and 
dependence on-Syria. One PLO official 
commented in the aftermath of Sadat's 
visit lo Jerusalem, "when these splits in 
the Arab world lake place, we are always 
on the anvil." 

Neither Syria nor the PLO really wants 
to join the radical Arab states which op- 
pose all negotiations with Israel. Syria has 
3 bitter rivalry with Iraq, and frequently 
accuses Iraqi agents of bombings and as.- 



sassination plots in Damascus. The PLO 
does not want to be dominated by coutt- 
tries which already have their own pro- 
tege groups inside the Palestinian um- 
brella organization. 

In the days ahead, both Syria and the 
PLO are likely to favor a strengthening of 
Saudi influence in Arab politics and of 
U.S, -Soviet influence in Mideast diplo- 
macy. These options may be at odds with 
the official rhetoric of both parties, but 
they are the courses most eonsisicni with 
their actions of the past year. UN' Secre- 
tary-General Waldheim's call for prc- 
Gcncva talks at the UM or elsewhere in- 
volving all the parlies whom Sadat invited 
to Cairo could have been attractive to 
Egypt's less radical critics, bur Israel 
is cool ID the idea. Waldheim suggested 
that even those who did not accept 
Sadat's invitation to have direct talks 

with the Israelis in Cairo-meaning the 
Syrians and the PLO-shoulrf have a fur- 
ther opportunity to explore the issues 
whiL-h should be negotiated at Cicilcva. 
Waldheim's proposal represented an at- 
tempt to sidestep Sadat's personal diplo- 
macy and restore a comprehensive 
midd!eH>f-the-road option in the danger* 
ously polarized Middle East, but the odds 
are weighted more and more heavily 
against such choices. -RS 
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